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BACKGROUND 

The Board of Trustees has directed the staff of the Newfoundland and Labrador English School District 
(NLESD) to investigate options for the reconfiguration of the Holy Spirit High and Mount Pearl Senior 
High school systems to accommodate the opening of a new intermediate school in Paradise in the 2020-
21 school year. 

 

CURRENT CONFIGURATION 

The Holy Spirit High school system consists of Holy Family Elementary (K-6) and Octagon Pond 
Elementary (K-6) in Paradise, and Topsail Elementary (K-4), Villanova Junior High (5-8), and Holy Spirit 
High (9-12) in Conception Bay South. 

The Mount Pearl Senior High school system consists of Elizabeth Park Elementary (K-6) and Paradise 
Elementary (K-6) in Paradise and Morris Academy (K-5), Mount Pearl Intermediate (6-8), and Mount 
Pearl Senior High (9-12) in Mount Pearl. 

 

HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY 

 Holy Family Elementary is a grade K-6 school with 30 classrooms (including two modular 
classrooms). 

 Building was constructed in 1986, with significant extension circa 2008. 

OCTAGON POND ELEMENTARY 

 Octagon Pond Elementary is a grade K-6 school with 29 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 2016. 

TOPSAIL ELEMENTARY 

 Topsail Elementary is a grade K-4 school with 23 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 1951 with an extension in 1999. 

VILLANOVA JUNIOR HIGH 

 Villanova Junior High is a grade 5-8 school with 28 classrooms (including five modular 
classrooms). 

 Building was constructed in 2002. 

HOLY SPIRIT HIGH 

 Holy Spirit High is a grade 9-12 school with 36 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 1990, with extensions in 2003 and 2013. 
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ELIZABETH PARK ELEMENTARY 

 Elizabeth Park Elementary is a grade K-6 school with 29 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 2010, with an extension in 2015. 

MORRIS ACADEMY 

 Morris Academy is a grade K-5 school with 15 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 1963. 

PARADISE ELEMENTARY 

 Paradise Elementary is a grade K-6 school with 31 classrooms (including four modular 
classrooms). 

 Building was constructed in 2009. 

MOUNT PEARL INTERMEDIATE 

 Mount Pearl Intermediate is a grade 6-8 school with 26 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 1986. 

MOUNT PEARL SENIOR HIGH 

 Mount Pearl Senior High is a grade 9-12 school with 39 classrooms. 
 Building was constructed in 1976, with an extension in 1999. 
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ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS AND ROOM REQUIREMENTS 

Enrolment projections were conducted by NLESD using Baragar Systems, a custom planning software 
suite for use by school districts across Canada.  

Room requirements are calculated on the basis of maximum class caps. For example, the class cap in 
primary grades is 25 students, so if there were 50 students projected in grade 2, this means the room 
requirement would be listed as 2 rooms of 25 students per class. However, if there were 51 students 
projected for the next year in grade 3, the room requirement would be listed as 3 rooms of 17 students 
per class. Combined classes of up to 18 students for grades 1 to 6 are assumed and included in room 
requirement calculations. Senior high classes have no official cap; these room requirement calculations 
assume a cap of 30. Schools with less than 25 students may use multi-grading, in which the cap on 
number of students depends on the grade configuration. 
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HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY 

Assuming its current K-6 configuration, the enrolment projections for Holy Family Elementary are shown 
in Figure 1 below. 

 

 

Figure 1: Holy Family Elementary enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 557 in 2024. The school will require a 
maximum of 27 classrooms in 2028 and 2022-2024. 
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OCTAGON POND ELEMENTARY 

Assuming its current K-6 configuration, the enrolment projections for Octagon Pond Elementary are 
shown in Figure 2 below. 

 

 

Figure 2: Octagon Pond Elementary enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 689 in 2027. The school is projected to 
require more than the available 29 classrooms by 2022, to a maximum of 31 classrooms in 2027. 
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TOPSAIL ELEMENTARY 

Assuming its current K-4 configuration, the enrolment projections for Topsail Elementary are shown in 
Figure 3 below. 

 

 

Figure 3: Topsail Elementary enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment decreasing to a low of 396 in 2028. The school will require a 
maximum of 23 classrooms in 2019 and a minimum of 19 in 2027 and 2028. 
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VILLANOVA JUNIOR HIGH 

Assuming its current 5-8 configuration, the enrolment projections for Villanova Junior High are shown in 
Figure 4 below. 

 

 

Figure 4: Villanova Junior High enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 808 in 2022. The school is projected to 
require more than the available 28 classrooms by 2021, to a maximum of 32 classrooms in 2021 and 
2022. 
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HOLY SPIRIT HIGH 

Assuming its current 9-12 configuration, the enrolment projections for Holy Spirit High are shown in 
Figure 5 below. 

 

 

Figure 5: Holy Spirit High enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 1228 in 2026. The school is projected to 
require more than the available 36 classrooms by 2023, to a maximum of 42 classrooms rooms in 2026. 
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ELIZABETH PARK ELEMENTARY 

Assuming its current K-6 configuration, the enrolment projections for Elizabeth Park Elementary are 
shown in Figure 6 below. 

 

 

Figure 6: Elizabeth Park Elementary enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment decreasing to a low of 544 in 2021. The school will require a 
maximum of 28 classrooms in 2024. 
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MORRIS ACADEMY 

Assuming its current K-5 configuration, the enrolment projections for Morris Academy are shown in 
Figure 7 below. 

 

 

Figure 7: Morris Academy enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 370 in 2028. The school is projected to 
require more than the available 15 classrooms by 2025, to a maximum of 18 classrooms in 2028. 
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PARADISE ELEMENTARY 

Assuming its current K-6 configuration, the enrolment projections for Paradise Elementary are shown in 
Figure 8 below. 

 

 

Figure 8: Paradise Elementary enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment decreasing to a low of 559 in 2027. The school will require a 
maximum of 29 classrooms in 2019 and 2020 and a minimum of 27 classrooms from 2022-2026. 
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MOUNT PEARL INTERMEDIATE 

Assuming its current 6-8 configuration, the enrolment projections for Mount Pearl Intermediate are 
shown in Figure 9 below. 

 

 

Figure 9: Mount Pearl Intermediate enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment increasing to a high of 546 in 2022. The school will require a 
maximum of 21 rooms in 2019, 2022, and 2028. 
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MOUNT PEARL SENIOR HIGH 

Assuming its current 9-12 configuration, the enrolment projections for Mount Pearl Senior High are 
shown in Figure 10 below. 

 

 

Figure 10: Mount Pearl Senior High enrolment projections 

 

The projection model shows enrolment decreasing to a low of 858 in 2028. The school will require a 
maximum of 35 rooms in 2024 and a minimum of 30 rooms in 2028. 
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NEW PARADISE SCHOOL 

In 2014, the Newfoundland and Labrador English School District requested a new intermediate and a 
new high school for Paradise. In Budget 2017, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 
announced $2 million for the planning and design of a new intermediate school in Paradise. The new 
school is expected to open in winter 2021. This school will be built just off McNamara Drive in Paradise. 
A design-build tender is scheduled to be issued in fall 2018. The new school is planned to include 33 
classrooms. 

 


